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SUBJECT: CIVAIR: AIR MAURITANIE SAFETY 
REE: NOUAKCHOTT 1360 AND 1574 

1. DEPT HAS EXAMINED THREE OTHER AIRLINES IN LAST TWO 
YEARS. IN ONE CASE, MAINTENANCE WAS POOR BUT IMPROVING, 
THE ACCIDENT RATE WAS LOW AND STABLE, AND U.S. TRAVEL 
ON THE LINE WAS MINIMAL. WE TOOK NO ACTION. 

IN THE SECOND CASE, THERE WERE TWO ACCIDENTS IN QUICK 
SUCCESSION. THE CARRIER'S MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES WERE 
SHAKY, BUT WE WERE UNABLE TO DEVELOP ANY HARD EVIDENCE 
REGARDING UNSAFE PROCEDURES. WE ENDED BY REDUCING USG 
USE TO AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM, WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICE. 

THE THIRD CASE IS ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES. THE EMBASSY NOTED 
A SIX-MONTH DECLINE IN EAL SAFETY. EAL MAINTENANCE WAS 
NOT AS MUCH OF AN ISSUE, BECAUSE OF U.S. FAA 
CERTIFICATION OF THE REPAIR STATION. THE COMPLICATING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 165570 

FACTOR WAS THE ETHIOPIAN CIVIL WAR, WHICH REDUCED EAL'S 
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RESOURCES TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEMS, PLUS THE DANGER OE 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE CONELICT. 

DEPARTMENT'S COURIER OFEICE FIRST CEASED USING EAL, 

AND DEPT LATER PROHIBITED OEEICIAL TRAVEL ON EAL. 
ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES EXPRESSED 


THEIR REGRET AND DISMAY SEVERAL TIMES AT OUR "SEAL OE 
DISAPPROVAL." WE HAVE SINCE ENDEAVORED TO LOCUS AS 
MUCH EXPERTISE AS POSSIBLE ON DETERMINING WHERE THE 
INADEQUACIES LIE, AND HOW TO REMEDY THEM. EAA SENT TWO 
INSPECTORS TO ADDIS TO CONDUCT AN ANNUAL INSPECTION OE 
THE EAL REPAIR STATION AND ITS PERSONNEL. BOEING HAS 
OEFERED TO INVOLVE ITSELE, BECAUSE EAL IS A BOEING 
CUSTOMER. 

2. THE DEPT HAS NO FIRM INFORMATION ON WHICH TO BASE 
A lUDGEMENT WHETHER THE AIR MAURITANIE SITUATION IS 
COMPARABLE TO THAT OE EAL. WE MUST RELY ON YOUR 
JUDGEMENT AND REPORTING. IT WOULD BE USEEUL IE WE HAD 
SOME OE THE DETAILS ON WHICH HUGHES BASED THEIR WARNINGS 
TO GIRM. IE YOU THINK IT NECESSARY, WE WOULD CONCUR 
IN AN IMMEDIATE UNPUBLICIZED LIMITATION ON OEFICIAL 
TRAVEL. WE WILL ALSO TRY TO EIND WAYS TO DEVELOP 
EURTHER INSIGHT AND EXPERT SCRUTINY. YOU MAY WISH TO 
DISCUSS OUR ACTIONS TOWARD EAL WITH HUGHES AIR WEST OR, 
AS APPROPRIATE, WITH THE MAURITANIANS. PERHAPS WE CAN 
EIND AN OUNCE OE PREVENTION. KISSINGER 
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